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Let's start with a bit of background. Paint us a picture of Luke Ramsey when he 
first discovered he wanted to draw…

Maybe I can draw you a picture instead. Sorry, I can't help myself. Like most kids, I loved 
watching cartoons, so at an early age I was drawing usual boy stuff- weapons, cars, 
robots, monsters etc.

What is it about illustration that attracts you in particular, versus other mediums?

I love how direct it can be. If I had the money and motivation I would love to make 
movies. Drawing has fewer obstacles, all I need is a pen and a surface. I love how simple 
that is.

How has the choice to pursue your art impacted the course of your life in general? 

I believe it's made me appreciate the simpler things in life. It's afforded me the time to 
question things and be more aware of being brain washed. I feel a lot of freedom, and 
that's the best way art has impacted my life.

Describe your process a little…Are there certain conditions you need to create, or 
is it all just spilling out, all the time?

It's always spilling out. I work in the moment as much as possible. When it comes to 
working on bigger projects I want to get the smaller ones done first. Working out of my 
home is a blessing, but I do tend to procrastinate sometimes before I get into a creative 
zone. Maybe calling it procrastination is being too hard on myself, I just never want it to 
be forced with a set schedule for when I work. 

You've referred to your work as being a kind of organized chaos; is that something 
you set out to achieve, or does it happen naturally? Why do you think that is?

It happens naturally to me now, but it's taken years to develop this rhythm. 

There's often a tension in your pieces between the organic and the mechanical, as 
though the figures you draw have had their inner workings exposed for the viewer 
to consider. Is there a statement in that, or is the choice purely aesthetic?

I totally appreciate you describing it like that, and the statement is about organized chaos. 
On a side note, I'm recently coming to terms with my difference between graphic and 
"fine" art. I feel that my approach to fine art is more limited by the materials being used, 
and therefore I feel more freedom and possibilities with graphic art. I can spend more 
time on the image as opposed to the materials being used. Although, digital hiccups 
happen and it's not always a walk in the park. Graphic art is my crutch, and I do the other 
to challenge myself and switch things up. 



You've collaborated with over 100 artists over the years and regularly bring people 
into your own home to collaborate as part of the Islands Fold residency: why is it 
so important to you to have this level of contact? 

Collaborating with someone is a rewarding experience, because it makes me adapt to 
another style and energy. It's very easy to become self-centred as an artist, so I believe 
collaborating is a great way to give and put in as opposed to taking out. Islands Fold has 
allowed me to enjoy the inner workings of an artist, something that we rarely get to be a 
part of. It's incredible to see the process of an art piece being made and listen to the story 
behind the person creating it.

What do you have to say to the person who's just purchased one of your prints 
and is now admiring it on the wall?

Thank-you for supporting art. When we look at the darkness of this world, art can be a 
bright light to remind us of the beauty of humanity. I think buying art and putting it on 
one's wall is a positive statement. It's a wonderful way to create a conversation with 
another viewer and it's a nice way to express one's taste. It can also be a reminder about 
something important to an individual, or it can be eye candy to uplift someone's day. We 
are exposed to an extreme amount of visual media in our lives, so deciding on an image 
to have in one's home or work place is a very big compliment to an artist. I have a lot of 
gratitude to someone who makes that gesture to my art.

What's next for Luke Ramsey? Anything coming up that we should be watching 
out for?

I won't be shy to say that I have a top secret project in the works, and I'm really excited 
when I get around to unleashing it. I'm also planning an art tour in June 2011 to Denver, 
Cincinnati and Montreal. 


